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Drama Australia is the national peak body for Drama Education, representing educators across
early childhood, primary, secondary, tertiary, and community contexts. As a volunteer-led,
not-for-profit professional teaching association, we provide research-informed advocacy and
professional learning that supports high-quality Drama education for all young Australians.

Drama is both an artform and a unique mode of learning. It challenges and supports students
to make meaning of their world, express and communicate ideas, and explore diverse
perspectives. Drama fosters artistic and aesthetic knowledge and skills and is relevant to a
wide range of future careers in the arts, education, cultural development, and the broader
creative industries.

Critically, Drama is not only a subject of study—it is also an engaging, effective pedagogical
approach that enriches learning across all curriculum areas. It develops valuable, transferable
capabilities such as creativity, critical thinking, problem-solving, collaboration, communication,
intercultural understanding, and independent learning. Extensive Australian and international
research highlights the powerful impact of Drama education on student literacy, confidence,
wellbeing, and identity formation.

A Call to Action

In a time of rising mental health challenges, climate anxiety, and economic uncertainty, Drama
education is more important than ever. It offers young people a sense of belonging, a platform
for self-expression, and the opportunity to collaborate creatively and empathetically with
others.

However, opportunities for Drama education are rapidly diminishing. Senior Drama
enrolments have declined nationally over the past decade, and in many schools, Drama is
being cut from middle years programs. At the tertiary level, Drama and Arts education degrees
are being reduced or discontinued, often due to distorted fee structures under the Job-Ready
Graduates Scheme. These cuts threaten the future of drama education and the broader
cultural and creative sectors.

We urge all political parties and candidates to recognise the critical role of Drama education
and commit to the following policy priorities:

Federal Election Priorities

1. Recognise and Support Drama Education as a Pillar of Australia’s Creative Future
o A strong Drama education sector nurtures the next generation of storytellers,
educators, performers, and creative industry leaders.

2. Subsidise Student Access to Cultural Experiences
o Establish an Arts Access Subsidy for Schools and a Creative Schools Program
(modelled on Sporting Schools) to increase equity of access to live theatre and
cultural learning experiences.



3. Strengthen Arts Education in the Australian Curriculum
o Provide ongoing support for all five subjects in The Arts—Dance, Drama, Media
Arts, Music, and Visual Arts—through curriculum development, teacher
resources, and professional learning.

4. Reform Initial Teacher Education (ITE)
o Ensure ITE accreditation (Program Standard 4.4) recognises The Arts as a
specialisation in primary and early childhood education.
o Guarantee that all pre-service primary teachers receive in-depth training in at
least one arts subject, with an overview of all five.

5. Invest in Drama Teacher Workforce and Professional Learning
o Increase funding for Drama-specific professional learning programs, particularly
for early childhood and primary teachers, both in ITE and in-service training.
o Establish a national Teaching Artist Fund, administered by Creative Australia,
to support drama education initiatives and partnerships.

6. Reform Higher Education Funding
o Reverse the inequitable fee increases for creative arts and education degrees
under the Job-Ready Graduates Scheme.
o Support the sustainability of Drama and Arts Education courses at universities
across Australia.
o Support for Fee-Free TAFE, for performing arts and creative industries
certificates and diplomas

7. Support Arts Organisations that Deliver Educational Programs
o Boost federal funding for theatre companies and arts organisations with a
strong track record of delivering high-quality education and engagement
programs in schools.

8. Respond to the National Advocates for Arts Education (NAAE) Federal Election
Statement
o Endorse NAAE’s 10-point policy platform, including a parliamentary inquiry
into Arts education and training, to ensure a whole-of-government approach
to embedding the Arts in Australian education.

Drama Australia urges all political parties to consider and adopt the above recommendations
as part of a national commitment to high-quality Drama and Arts education. Every child
deserves access to the full promise of the Australian Curriculum: The Arts.

An investment in Drama education is an investment in young Australians’ creativity,
confidence, and capacity to shape the future.

For further comment contact:
Drama Australia President: Dr Jo Raphael
jo.raphael@deakin.edu.au

Drama Australia
PO Box 1205 Milton, QLD, 4064
e. admin@dramaaustralia.org.au
w. www.dramaaustralia.org.au

Drama Australia Member Associations:
ACT Drama Association, Drama Territory, Drama New South Wales, Drama Victoria, Drama
Queensland, Drama Tasmania, Drama South Australia & DramaWest.


https://naae.org.au/news/naae-federal-election-statement-3-may-2025

