Drama Australia Commitment Statement

2026 for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Perspectives
in Drama and Theatre Education

Drama Australia recognises Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander peoples as the First Peoples of Australia and

- honours their enduring cultures, languages, stories,
knowledges and connections to Country.
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Drama has an important role to play in supporting students’ education
and creative learning to engage with First Nations histories, cultures,
perspectives and contemporary experiences. We encourage drama
educators to embrace this responsibility with curiosity, humility, respect
and a commitment to ongoing learning.

Teaching First Nations content involves educators themselves building
cultural understanding, recognising the diversity of First Nations peoples
and communities as well as the specific cultures and histories of each
location. Effective practice is grounded in relationships, consultation,
reflection and a willingness to learn alongside students and communities,
considering the ethical responsibilities that accompany dramatic
exploration and representation.

Drama Australia recognises Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
performance traditions as among the oldest continuing dramatic traditions
in the world. These traditions encompass diverse stories, ceremonies,
songs, dances, histories and cultural knowledges that continue to evolve
through contemporary Indigenous theatre and performance practice.
Educators should acknowledge cultural ownership and ensure that local
voices, perspectives and protocols inform learning experiences.

Drama Australia encourages educators to draw on existing guidance
developed by First Nations educators, artists and organisations and to seek
local advice wherever possible. We acknowledge that cultural protocols
differ across communities and that respectful practice requires ongoing
attention to context, permissions, representation and cultural safety.
Drama Australia is committed to supporting drama educators to create
learning experiences that are culturally respectful, ethically informed and
responsive to the voices and knowledges of First Nations peoples.

Key Principles

- Respect for First Nations peoples, cultures, histories and
knowledges.

- Recognition of the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Nations, communities and perspectives.

- Personal knowledge building, relationships and consultation as
foundations for authentic engagement.

- Cultural safety for students, educators, artists and communities.



- Acknowledgement of cultural ownership, intellectual property and
community protocols.

- Ongoing learning, reflection and professional growth.

Recommended Resources

- Drama Australia: Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Guidelines for
Drama/Theatre Education Drama Australia First Nations Guidelines
(1995 and 2007).

« ACARA: Cross-Curriculum Priority, Resources and lllustrations of
Practice

- Drama Victoria and the Victorian Aboriginal Education Association
Inc. (VAEAI): Teaching First Nations Content and Concepts in the

Drama Classroom

- Bunjil Place Education: Teaching Contemporary Indigenous Theatre
Resource

- Australian Institute for Teaching and School Leadership (AITSL):
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures
Resources.

- Creative Australia — First Nations Arts.

- Local First Nations communities, Elders, cultural organisations
and education authorities should be consulted wherever possible
to ensure learning experiences are locally relevant, culturally
respectful and responsive to community protocols.

- Drama Australia publications including:

o Australian Drama Education Magazine (ADEM). (2005). Drama
and Indigenous Perspectives. Drama Australia Publications.

o Enoch, W. (2018). Tread Softly with Padded Feet. NJ, 42(2),
155—-160.

o Hradsky, D. (2017). A personal reflection on using embodied
drama to explore Indigenous perspectives in the classroom.
NJ, 41(2), 106—-116.

o Hradsky, D., Forgasz, R., Byrne, A., Carter, J., Griffin, K., & Miosku,
L. (2021). ‘It’'s gotto be a journey’: learning to teach First Nations

content and concepts in the Australian drama classroom. NJ,
45(2), 77-96.

This statement should be read alongside the resources
listed above andisintendedto supportdrama educatorsin
engaging respectfully and thoughtfully with First Nations
content, perspectives and performance practices.
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