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ENCOUNTERING DIVERSITY: DRAMA FOR PREPARING INCLUSIVE-MINDED TEACHERS
JO RAPHAEL
A/Prof Joanne O’Mara, Prof Julianne Moss, Dr Ben Whitburn, Dr Kate Anderson, Dr Edwin Creely and Fusion Theatre
actors – Alex Litsoudis, Andy McKinnon, Andrew Robbins, Vicki Robbins, Katrina Welsby.
Deakin University; Fusion Theatre, Melbourne; Ruckus Ensemble, Sydney; Monash University
In a fully inclusive society, people with a disability should be placed at the centre of professional practice knowledge
and the teaching and learning process. Applied drama and theatre research methods were employed to investigate
educational inclusion through interactive workshops led by actors with a disability from inclusive theatre companies
with participating pre-service teachers.
Actors with disability can present and encourage interrogation of narratives that raise critical questions about the
power of relationships in schooling when drama as a method for critical inquiry in the professional development of
teachers.
Drama-based workshops co-facilitated by actors with disability can develop pre-service teachers’ dispositions towards
a more inclusive practice through shifts in inclusive mindedness.
Applied drama; applied theatre; inclusive education; disability; teacher education; Heathcote’s Mantle of the Expert.
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